
 
 

This portrayal of United States cities shows that the cities 
with the most rapid rate of growth have low density 
policies. 
 
In the diagram below the size of the circles depicts the size of the city; 
The colour of the circle depicts its rate of growth.  The darker the colour the greater 
the rate of growth; 
A red coloured bar indicates high density policies;  
A green coloured bar indicates low density policies;   
Numbers in magenta are average house prices. 
 

 
Cities in the USA with low density planning policies have much lower housing costs 
and superior growth.  These cities have no restrictive land policies.  Developers 
propose developments, often on the periphery. They create neighbourhoods with 
amenities that attract buyers.  They compete with each other thus ensuring optimal 
facilities are provided. Developers can create a municipal utility district to provide 
water, sewer and drainage to developments on their properties on urban fringe and 
can finance these with tax-free bonds. They are required to build these in such a way 
that they eventually can be connected to the cityôs corresponding infrastructure, but 
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they begin as self-sufficient enterprises with covenants to ensure the standards 
required by the occupants are preserved. 
 
If you look on the internet you can see adverts for houses such as this new one in 
Houston: 
 

 
 
 
  



And if you look use internet mapping to look at Houston you can see it looks a 
pleasant to live and in spite of being low density and being much bigger than Sydney 
average journey to work times are less ï note the comparison with other higher 
density cities: 
 

 
Compare this style of living to that in high-density Hong Kong! 

 



__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Low density Houston claims to be one of the best cities in the USA.  Consider the 
following: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 


